(UNICEF), and the World Bank and organized by Fafo, the Norwegian Institute for Applied International Research. The volume provides an overview of the issues (Kaushik Basu and Zafiris Tzannatos), gives a historical account of child labor (Jane Humphries), and presents the normative and philosophical conundrums that surround the problem of child labor (Debra Satz).
Four other articles consider various issues of direct policy or analytical relevance to developing economies, individually and on a cross-country basis.
Sonia Bhalotra and Chris Heady analyze the paradoxical result that (with some qualifications) child labor tends to be more frequent in wealthier rural families of Ghana and Pakistan and examine the implications of this finding. François Bourguignon, Francisco Ferreira, and Phillippe Leite simulate the effect of the Brazilian schooling subsidy program Bolsa Escola and a set of alternative specifications of this kind of conditional cash transfer program on child labor, poverty, and education. Arnab Basu and Nancy Chau tackle the specific issue of child labor in situations of debt bondage, and Furio Rosati and Mariacristina Rossi try to explain the joint determination of school attendance and hours of work among rural children in Nicaragua and Pakistan. It is certainly more helpful to know the determinants of the hours of child labor rather than of child labor itself. Yet there was very little previous work on this topic.
A noteworthy feature of this volume is that its genesis lies in the increasing cooperation among international agencies. An aspect of this cooperation is the creation of a joint facility for data collection, sharing, and analysis, which enables researchers and policymakers to access a wealth of primary data and information on child labor across the globe. This issue concludes with a short note on the Understanding Children's Work project under the common auspices of ILO, UNICEF, and the World Bank.
We hope that the research presented in this volume and the increasing availability of statistical information will contribute to a better understanding of child labor and to its eventual demise.
